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Eventually, though, the idea of Manifest 
Destiny, or the inevitability of the expansion 
of the United States across the continent, 
won out. James K. Polk campaigned for the 
presidency based on expanding the United 
States through immediate annexation 
of Texas and expansion into Oregon. In 
1845, Texas was finally admitted into the 
United States. According to the annexation 
agreement, Texas retained responsibility 
for its debt as well as the rights to its public 
land. In addition, Texas could divide itself 
into as many as five states as the population 
continued to expand and then be admitted to 
the United States under the provisions of the 
national constitution.

Some of the greatest legends in Texas are 
built on this brief period of independence. Today Texans speak fondly of a time when 
they were masters of their own domain. According to popular imagery, Texas’s time as 
an independent country makes it exceptional among the states. In truth, the Republic 
of Texas, though unique, was also relatively short-lived, poor, and unproductive. Much 
of Sam Houston’s presidency was spent trying to convince the United States to annex 
Texas while simultaneously attempting to secure international recognition of Texas’s 
independence by the United States, Great Britain, and France, as well as trying to procure 
financial aid from these governments.22 As noted previously, Texans overwhelmingly 
preferred joining the United States. It was the United States that hesitated in bringing 
Texas into the Union. Offshoots of this legend continue to prevail throughout the state. 
For instance, many Texans believe that Texas is the only state permitted to fly its flag at 
the same height as the U.S. flag as an indication of its unique status. In truth, U.S. flag 
code permits all states to fly their flags at a height equal to that of the U.S. flag.

Statehood: The Constitution of 1845

Once Texas was admitted into the United States, a new constitution was necessary. 
The statehood constitution continued to specify separation of powers and a system 
of checks and balances while recognizing the federal nature of the United States. The 
terms for legislators were lengthened to two years for the Texas House and four years 
for the Texas Senate, although the legislature would now meet biennially, or every other 
year. The governor’s term was shortened to two years, and the governor was prohibited 
from serving more than four years in any six. The governor’s appointment power was 
expanded to include the attorney general, the Supreme Court of Texas judges, and 
district court judges, in addition to the secretary of state. Texans’ experiences under 
both Spain and Mexico were evident in the guarantees of property rights for women 
and homestead provisions in the new constitution.

The new constitution reflected the experience of Texans in other ways as well. Most 
Texans were in debt and highly distrustful of creditors, and indeed, many individuals, 
including Stephen F. Austin, came to Texas to try to get out of debt. Thus, the statehood 

Manifest Destiny
the belief that U.S. expansion 
across the North American 
continent was inevitable

A flag from the Republic of Texas, representing Texas’s time as an independent 
country.
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	 Texas Joins the Union


